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said "There can only be one Sultan for the whole of
Morocco, and that is the Alaouite, Sidi Mohammed, at
present reigning, in whose name the prayers are said
No change can possibly be made, and we would oppose
with all our power any attempt to alter the existing
state of affairs The khalifa Mulai Hassan himself
would never agree to such a thing; he is the Sultan's
cousin and on excellent terms with His Majesty '
This satisfied me and confirmed official denials, for
the Tetuanis are allowed considerable licence and are
not in the least afraid to say what they think Many of
them, though Moroccan Nationalists with somewhat
advanced ideas, admire the work of the High Com-
missioner and the leading officials, though their en-
thusiasm does not extend to the ordinary Spaniards,
whom they regard as lazy, inefficient and illiterate
This may seem a surprising view to come from the
Moors, who are, so many people imagine, lazy them-
selves, but in actual fact the Tetuani descendants of the
Andalusians are studious to a degree, and the Berber
countrymen notably hard-working
In the morning a car with a uniformed chauffeur
called at the Hotel Nacional, for the High Commis-
sioner had been as good as his word, and I set out on
the first stage of my journey through the Jibala and the
Riff
On leaving Tetuan the road to Melilla runs through
the long, narrow valley in which Xauen is situated, a
part of the country with which I was already very
familiar. Considering there was a war on with sub-
sequent shortage of labour and presumably of material
also, the condition of the road seemed quite remarkable,
and one noted that even at such a time opportunity had
been found to plant avenues of trees At Bab Taza the